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Introduction 

The PCC members (‘The Trustees’) present their annual report and accounts for the year ended 31st 

December 2020, which comply with the Church Accounting Regulations 2011 and the Charity 

Commissions Statement of Recommended Practice. 

Administrative Information  
The Parish Church of Saint George is situated in Saint George’s Square, Worcester WR1 1HX. It is part 
of the Worcester East Deanery in the Diocese of Worcester within the Church of England. 
 

Public and working address of the PCC is: 14 Kipling Close, Worcester WR3 8DR 
Emails may be sent to the PCC Secretary: stgpccsec@gmail.com 

The PCC website is:  www.saintgeorgesworcester.org.uk 
 
The Parochial Church Council of the Ecclesiastical Parish of Saint George with Saint Mary Magdalene, 
Worcester is the name of the charity, registered as a charity number 1128943 in England and Wales. 
The charity also uses the name PCC Saint George with Saint Mary Magdalene, Barbourne, Worcester. 

Church Officers 
Incumbent: Reverend Jo Musson 

Associate Priest: Reverend Peter Davies 
Reverend Jennie Hayward 
Reverend Sue Pollard 
Reverend David New 

Church Warden(s): Pam Summers 
(vacancy) 

Assistant Church Warden(s): Chris Bishop 
Trish Greenwood 
Margaret Stokes 

Membership of the PCC 
Chair: Reverend Jo Musson 

Ex-Officio: Judy Morris – Reader 
Pam Summers – Churchwarden 

Representatives of the Deanery Synod: 
(3 year term, max. 2 consecutive terms) 

Geoffrey Cottam (2023) – 1st term 
Judy Morris (2023) – 1st term 

Elected Members: 
(3 year term) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NB. retirement at APCM during year shown in brackets 

Alex New (2023) – Lay Vice Chair 
Alison Clarke (2023) 
Amanda Stokes (2021) – Secretary  
Janet Peplow (2021) – Electoral Role Officer  
Joy Kyte (2021) 
Margaret Stokes (2023) 
Patricia ‘Trish’ Greenwood (2021) – Treasurer 
Robert ‘Bob’ Rolison (2023) – Health & Safety Officer 
(Vacancy) 

Co-Opted: Paul Fulbrook – Parish Safeguarding Officer 

  

mailto:stgpccsec@gmail.com


2020-Report_incCoverPage 

Page 5 
 

 

Advisers 
Bankers: Lloyds Bank PLC 

The Cross 
Worcester WR1 3PY 

Independent Examiners: Douglas B Lee TD, AIB 
270A Birmingham Road 
Bromsgrove B61 0EZ 

Architect: Nick Joyce Architects LLP 
5 Barbourne Road 
Worcester WR1 1RS 

Structure, Governance and Management 
The PCC is a corporate body established by the Church of England. It operates under the Parochial 
Church Council Powers Measure. The PCC was formerly an excepted charitable organisation but 
registered as a charity in its own right on 1st April 2009. The method of appointment of PCC members 
and church wardens is set out in the Church Representation Rules. The PCC has adopted a resolution 
requiring one third of its members to retire annually on a rota but being eligible for re-election. All 
church members are encouraged to register on the Electoral Roll and nomination to the PCC is open 
to all members on the roll. Information about being a member is made available throughout the 
nomination period. Decisions are made by majority vote at PCC meetings. The first meeting of the 
PCC after the Annual Parochial Church meeting (APCM) elects the Vice-Chairman, PCC Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Electoral Roll Officer. There are also three Assistant Church Wardens appointed. Day-
to-day Fabric matters are actioned by the Chair of the Fabric Committee. Our midweek verger has 
retained responsibility for midweek verger duties: 
 

Midweek Verger: Janet Peplow 
 
By the nature of sharing our Vicar with Claines we are developing a close working relationship with 
them. This is formally managed through weekly Ministry Team meetings, weekly joint Online 
Worship and occasional away days. The PCC meets a minimum of 4 times a year and also operates 
through a number of sub-committees, which meet between full meetings of the PCC. A Standing 
Committee meets between each PCC meeting.  

Risk Assessment 
The members of the PCC regularly review the risks to which the Council might be exposed and 
recommend action to mitigate or to manage appropriately. The PCC reviews its Child Protection, 
Vulnerable Adults, and Health and Safety Policies on an annual basis, but the PCC Safeguarding 
Officer and the PCC Health and Safety Officer have delegated authority to manage these areas on a 
day-to-day basis. Financial risks are regularly reviewed by the PCC and are under the day-to-day 
control of the Treasurer. 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Paul Fulbrook 
Health & Safety Officer: Bob Rolison 

Insurance 
The Ecclesiastical Insurance Office PLC provides the PCC with insurance cover. The Parish Guard 
Insurance policy was renewed on 1st January 2020 to provide cover on Saint George’s Church and 
Magdalene Room and of the contents, after revaluation, for a total (index linked) figure of up to 
£14,000,000. In addition, the policy covers other types of risk, such as Employers’ and Public Liability, 
and Personal Accident. 
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Objectives and Activities for the Public Benefit 
The vision statement of Saint George’s Church is: “A holy place for the whole community.” 
 
The PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Parish Priest in promoting in the ecclesiastical 
parish the whole mission of the Church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical. Its primary 
objective is the promotion of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to the doctrines and 
practices of the Church of England. It also has maintenance responsibilities for the churchyard, 
boundary walls and church gates by reason of the closing of the churchyard by an Order in Council 
dated 6th June 1859. PCC members confirm that they have referred to the guidance contained in the 
Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit when reviewing the PCC’s aims and 
objectives and in planning future activities. The agreed objectives for the sub-committees working 
under the authority of the PCC are as follows: 
 

Standing Committee 
Consisting of the Vicar, Church Warden(s), Treasurer and PCC Secretary, the committee has the 
power to transact the business of the PCC between meetings subject to any direction by the PCC.  
The committee also supports the Treasurer by reviewing the basis on which accounts are prepared. It 
identifies ways to improve income and reduce costs and considers matters of a financial nature 
which are reported to the PCC. This committee meets between PCC meetings. 
 

Fabric Committee 
The Fabric Committee reports to the PCC on all matters relating to Saint George’s Church building, 
churchyard, Magdalene Room, fabric and Health & Safety. The members of the committee meet 
regularly: 
 

Chair of the Fabric Committee: Reverend Jo Musson 
Members: Bob Rolison (Convener) 

Geoff Cottam 
Pamela Summers 

 

Magdalene Room Booking Secretary 
The Booking Secretary has the responsibility for the day-to-day running of the room, approving 
booking enquiries and making recommendations to the PCC for hire charges. Together with the Chair 
of the Fabric Committee, they report to PCC on all matters relating to the fabric, facilities and 
equipment of the building: 
 

Booking Secretary: Amanda Stokes, resigned 30th September 2020 
Barbara Rolison, effective 1st October 2020 

 

Volunteers 
In common with most churches, Saint George PCC’s activities could not happen without the input of 
many volunteers who offer their services on every single day of the week. The PCC is immensely 
grateful for all the hard work of its volunteers who contribute many hours of their time to the 
church. Although the number of volunteers is large, more are needed because the harvest is still 
more plentiful than our labourers can manage. 
 

Electoral Roll (Janet Peplow) 
As at 31st December 2020 there were 71 names on the Electoral roll, of whom 38 are non-resident in 
the Parish. 4 names have been removed during the year and non were added. 
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Ministers Report (Reverend Jo Musson) 
Clearly 2020 did not turn out how any of us was expecting. The COVID-19 pandemic presented us all 
with many different challenges and as I write this we continue to live through endless changes and 
disruptions to our lives and plans. Looking back it is easy to think of all the things that couldn't 
happen, or had to be done differently. We lament the sadness and heartache of being separated 
from our loved ones and the tragedy of the 100,000+people who have lost their lives through COVID, 
as well as the fear and suffering of those who have been ill or lost their jobs and the anguish for 
children and students whose educations have been disrupted. 
 
The last service in Saint George’s Church before the first lockdown, was Sunday 15th March 2020. Full 
lockdown in the UK began on 23rd March 2020, with people only allowed out for food, medicine and 
one form of daily exercise. Church buildings and Halls were closed for public worship, private prayer, 
meetings and activities. During this time we continued to worship God, care for others, receive the 
sacrament, and pray, using new technologies most of us had never heard of, we joined forces with 
Claines and live streamed worship twice a week on ZOOM, Facebook and YouTube. Around 50 
people attend the ZOOM service every week, from as far afield as Australia, and many of the services 
are subsequently watched by hundreds. Lots of people enjoyed the livestreamed exploration of the 
Jesse Tree every afternoon during Advent. 
 
When we weren’t in lockdown we opened both churches for private prayer and worship, providing a 
safe and socially distanced seating arrangement, with clear signage and a one way system. This took 
a huge amount of work, with cleaning, measuring, rearranging the chairs and assessing the risks for 
every aspect. The services were well attended and brought to life by our musicians, something that 
was especially appreciated because the risk of the virus spreading means the congregation can only 
listen, not participate in singing. I also want to thank Sue and Trevor Ashby-Davies and Alison Clarke, 
and the Claines worship band Spark to a Flame, and Vanessa and Graham Gunter from Claines for the 
contribution they have made every Sunday in our ZOOM services. Their music and singing has been 
such a blessing and has brought our worship to life, many other churches having had to rely solely on 
recorded music.  
 
Because of the likelihood that we would endure repeated lockdowns, the decision was made that the 
ZOOM service at 10.30am would remain a constant weekly event, even if and when the churches 
could reopen. The intention being to provide consistency and worship for the many people who 
continued shielding. Various times were trialled for the ‘In-Church’ services and the PCC agreed that 
for the time being 4.30pm was the best time. Times and services will continue to be reviewed every 
month by a Joint Ministry and Standing Committee Group as we respond according to the latest 
Government rulings and C of E advice. Even when things go back to ‘normal’ we have made a pledge 
to continue to provide worship online for those who cannot attend church in person. 
 
I have managed to keep in touch with everyone, probably better now than before the pandemic, 
thanks to Mailchimp. The weekly e-newsletter now goes to over 240 people as well as being printed 
and hand delivered to church members who don't have the internet. We also made and delivered 
Christmas Puddings that we made on Stir Up Sunday. We continued to support the Foodbank, taking 
weekly deliveries donated by the congregation. Some people volunteered at the Foodbank as 
Delivery Drivers taking Foodbank parcels to those who were isolating.  
 
We continued to manage church governance and worship matters with PCC, Standing Committee, 
Ministry Team and a new Joint group known as the ‘Back to the Future’ group being held regularly on 
ZOOM, and when allowed smaller meetings were held in my garden – all socially distanced of course. 
We also set up a circle of pastoral care so that people would receive occasional telephone calls and 
prayer from someone from the Ministry Team or a senior member of the church. If you would like 
someone to call you for a chat or a prayer please let me know. 
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During lockdowns, the Parish Office was closed, eventually reopening but offering reduced hours, 
just two mornings a week, with Gwen Clifford and John Brady also providing some admin support 
from home for which I am thankful. Sadly Gwen became ill at the end of the year and now the Parish 
Office is only open one day a week. John continues to offer admin support for funerals, which sadly 
have been all too numerous. Once we return to some sort of ‘normal’ we will need to review how full 
Admin Support will be provided. 
 
On 6th December Reverend Paula Honniball was Licensed as Associate Priest at Stoke Prior, Wychbold 
and Upton Warren. It was a socially distanced service with the absence of the Vicar Mel Beynon due 
to COVID and also the Bishop due to a serious bike accident, but the Bishop of Dudley did a grand 
job. We are delighted for Paula but her loss from the ministry team cannot be underestimated. She is 
greatly missed. Family bereavement meant that sadly, we lost Reverend Sue Pollard for the year, and 
we continue to hold her, her husband and daughter in our prayers.  
 
I cannot thank the Ministry Team enough, they have responded graciously to the challenges and 
changes. One thing we are all agreed on, is how the lockdown has shown us that we cannot be as 
busy and stressed as we were in the past. Many in our team are vulnerable and diminishing and in 
future we must be mindful to only plan in what we can provide, to ensure a fair allocation of 
resources and not to be overstretched. Stillness and time spent in prayer is essential if we are to 
listen and hear God’s call on our lives and our churches. 
  
I am proud of how we as churches faced the challenges and I want to thank everyone who enabled 
these things to happen, especially Pam Summers, Trish Greenwood, Bob Rolison, Cary Taylor and 
Amanda Stokes, and our ZOOM drivers Elisabeth Witter, Barbara Mitra and Ian Cramp. Many of us 
had to learn new technology to ensure we could keep in touch and maintain a worshipping presence. 
Thank you to everyone who helped me to support our mission and ministry, and enable the gospel to 
continue to be shared. In many ways despite the difficulties our ministry has flourished. Through all 
the challenges, we responded creatively and flexibly to ensure that worship and pastoral care 
continued, albeit differently. Thanks to you we give thanks for how we as a church have continued to 
be a sign of hope within the wider community: the lockdown cairn outside the front doors, the 
prayers around the Quiet Garden, the Nativity Scene in the Square, the online Advent Travellers, and 
two beautiful weddings, the special Christmas Carol and Crib Services which were both a joy to 
produce and a joy to watch.  
 
We know now that 2021 is likely to be just as challenging as 2020, and it’s clear that church isn’t 
going to get back to normal any time soon; we have some serious questions to consider now that we 
have lost Paula; but I am confident that whatever happens, even if we cannot meet in person, we will 
continue to be the Church, we will continue to support and bless our community and to worship and 
trust in God who is compassionate and gracious, through Jesus who is Lord of All, and with the 
strength and inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Church Wardens Report (Pam Summers) 
As I approach the 1st Anniversary as an Acting and then Appointed Church Warden, I sometimes 
wonder why am I here. I expect many of you might ask the same question… 
 
Churchwardens are the bishop's lay officers in a parish. It is a volunteer role, and Churchwardens are 
vital to the health and wellbeing of our church communities. The role of a Churchwarden is a 
statutory one, with ancient origins. The rights and responsibilities are laid down in ecclesiastical law 
under the Churchwardens Measure 2001. Their first and direct responsibility is to the Bishop, usually 
via the Archdeacon. Together with the parish priest, they are generally responsible for the day-to-day 
functioning of a parish. 
 



2020-Report_incCoverPage 

Page 9 
 

 

Today the role is very varied, but generally involves matters to do with church life, governance, 
buildings and worship. Churchwardens work closely with Archdeacons and their offices. How 
intimidating does the job description sound? I am happy to say due to the help of many others I am 
enjoying and getting used to the role.  
 
The Fabric Committee oversee repairs of the building. Day to day maintenance is covered by Bob 
Rolison. We now have a paid cleaner that looks after the Magdalene Room when it is open. A team 
of volunteers carried out a deep clean in the Church after the first Lockdown and in preparation for 
the weddings.  
 
During the first lockdown church buildings were closed but since then they have been allowed to 
open and hold services. To take some of the pressure away from our reduced Ministry Team services 
were held fortnightly. Many thanks go to Trish Greenwood, Margaret Stokes and Chris Bishop for 
their support to make sure services ran smoothly. When the present lockdown was announced the 
PCC took the decision not to hold Sunday services.  
 
Since July we have been offering Private Prayer on Wednesday mornings. Not all of those who attend 
are our regular worshippers. Thanks to the stewards Barbara and Bob Rolison, Joy Kyte, Margaret 
Stokes and Trish Greenwood who make this possible. 
  
What have been my highlights? The interview on Hereford & Worcester to talk about the cairns, the 
joy of the two weddings (one of which was shown live around the world) meeting up with other 
wardens by ZOOM? All of these and more but mostly just having the chance to be a part of 
something that offers support and hope to others. Thanks to the good work done by past Wardens, 
Ian Pattison, Janet Peplow and most recently Michael Silvey, my path is well maintained and I will do 
my best to keep it well tended. 
 

Fabric Report (Reverend Jo Musson) 
Turret Works 
2020 was a costly year for us. In the Autumn of 2019 following torrential rainfall, the South Tower 
(right hand as you look at the front of the church) developed a leak. With the pandemic and 
lockdown in early 2020 the works were delayed, the original contractor became ill and as a result 
was unable to work. We eventually obtained another quote from Droitwich Roofing and the work 
was completed late 2020. To date we have spent £7,000 on the repairs, the major cost being the 
scaffolding required to access the turrets. Unfortunately this work did not solve all of the problems 
and further leaks then came down through the North Turret. We are obtaining three quotes for this 
work, the major costs again will be the requirement for scaffolding or ecclesiastical steeplejacks. In 
the process of inspecting the turrets, all members of the Fabric Committee: Rev Jo, Bob Rolison and 
Geoff Cottam climbed the towers to inspect the situation. 
 
Clock 
Following the leaks we had several problems with the clock which stopped working completely 
towards the end of the year. The clock is to be taken away 23rd February 2021 for repairs. This work 
is covered by our Insurers Ecclesiastical. 
 
Fall Arrest System 
The Quinquennial report identified that we require a Fall Arrest System to the Turrets. This will be a 
similar system to the one installed at Claines and is a health and safety requirement to protect those 
who have to climb the towers. The Archdeacon has confirmed that we only need an Archdeacon’s 
Licence and our Insurers have agreed that we need only install the system in the North Tower 
provided that the South Tower is locked and not accessed in future. Once the Licence is obtained 
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work will go ahead. Full training will also be offered and only people trained will be permitted to 
access the North Tower. 
 
Toilet Project 
Nick Joyce Architects produced plans and working drawings for the works to replace the male, 
female and disabled toilets with four separate unisex cubicles, one of which will be fully accessible. 
Two new stores will be installed: one accessed from the kitchen and one accessed from the Hall 
which will be used to store chairs and tables. The plans went through a rigorous consultation process 
and several adaptations and we have now received the final schedule of works. This went out to 
tender and three different builders are interested. They have until 21st March to submit a quote. This 
project will be funded out of a legacy. 
 
Outstanding works for the future:  
a) The tarmac at the front of the church is too close to the wall and should be removed and 

gravel verge inserted.  
b) Quinquennial Inspection works to the capstone on the top of the South Gate Tower and 

pointing to brickwork (Council responsibility).  
c) Loft Insulation in the Magdalene Hall, required for us to achieve ECO-Church status. 
d) Droitwich Roofing also noted that there is a patch of damp on the walls above the piano. This 

will require work in the future. 
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Safeguarding (Paul Fulbrook) 
As I am sure that everyone is aware the 2020 year has been quite an almost non-event. I wrote a 
short report for the 2019-year APCM which because of COVID-19 was not held until the latter part of 
2020.  
 
More of the same I am afraid. Whilst we are not having face to face worshipping it seems on the one 
hand that there is little point in doing anything more than ‘ticking the boxes’ of Safeguarding but it is 
important that as Christians we ‘guard the oil in our lamps’ so that we can be ready for the moment 
that normal service is resumed. To that end, your PCC Secretary and I have been processing PCC 
Committee members through the relevant paperwork and Amanda has been chivvying people to 
take the relevant on-line courses that the Diocese require candidates to undertake on a three-yearly 
basis. Some people are due their five yearly DBS renewal too. 
 
Several people who have taken these new on-line courses have remarked how helpful and 
interesting they have been in helping to understand the problems regarding Safeguarding especially 
as with one of the benefits of COVID it does not require travelling to some distant venue and 
listening to a lecture/presentation in possibly a draughty church hall and on a winter’s night. 
 
The C-zero course is open to anyone that is interested enough to register on the Diocesan website 
and please don’t feel that the technological side is beyond any of you as several of us would be more 
than happy to help you through it and ‘virtually’ hold your hands – I wouldn’t tell you the answers 
though! 
 

The Basic Safeguarding Awareness Training ‘C(0)’ is available to anyone to do via an online 
portal and takes approximately 1 hour to complete. If you have not used the system before, it is 
simple to set up and you just need to follow the on screen prompts to create the login details 
including a user name and password. When entering the church that you belong to, please enter 
'Worcester: St George with St Mary Magdalene'.  
 
The Diocesan portal is available here: https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/ 

 
Good luck and every blessing for 2021 and I hope that we shall be able to go full speed ahead with 
more Safeguarding prevention work for the real reason of helping our youngsters and vulnerable 
persons.  
 
Paul Fulbrook, Parish Safeguarding Officer: 07866 497209 or paul@fulbrook.co.uk 
 

  

https://safeguardingtraining.cofeportal.org/
mailto:paul@fulbrook.co.uk
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Financial Matters (Trish Greenwood) 

Independent Examiners Report 
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Activities in the Parish 
The following reports have been prepared. 
 

Diocesan Matters (Reverend Jo Musson) 
A series of Open Conversations were held around the Diocese at the start of the year, which were 
followed by further opportunities to engage virtually, many members of our Parishes attended these. 
The aim was to consult a wide range of worshippers and share information about the new Diocesan 
strategy for mission and ministry, the planned reduction in numbers of stipendiary clergy by at least 
15 and possibly up to 30, and the planned transformation of Diocesan structures and governance. 
During the year, Diocesan Parish Share contributions (which essentially funds the cost of the clergy) 
were better than expected, although a significant reduction on last year’s contributions was 
inevitable given the huge impact on the parish economy. The Diocese set up a Diocesan Ministry 
Fund to help fund clergy in these difficult times and many people contributed. 
 
Many of the staff at the Old Palace were furloughed. Savings were made on travel and a move 
towards being paperless resulted in major savings in postage and photocopying costs. These savings 
won’t match the shortfall in Parish Share, but the Diocesan Board of Finance hope to keep the overall 
deficit below £1 million.(In 2021 the Diocesan Office will move out of the Old Palace to cheaper more 
easily maintained premises.)  
 
By the end of 2020, the Diocese will already have reduced the number of clergy posts by 4.4. A 
further 5.5 will be saved in 2021, and another 2.2 in 2022, arising from natural moves and 
retirements, making a total of 12.1 posts altogether. There may be further reductions in posts that 
arise in the next couple of years to enable the target of 15 reductions to be met. Vacancies where 
they are deemed essential will continue to be filled. 
 
Despite the pandemic, nine candidates were ordained Deacon in three separate services in the 
Cathedral, including the Reverend Lindsey Coulthard who is serving her Curacy at St Stephen’s, 
Barbourne. A further four candidates were ordained Priest in their parish churches. 
 
Nationally, the Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse, IICSA, published its overarching 
investigation report into the Anglican Church in England and Wales. The 154 page report makes eight 
principal recommendations about a range of issues. The first of these and the absolute priority is the 
Church’s response to victims and survivors. There is also a recommendation regarding the structure 
of safeguarding and the Church is committed to looking at how best to implement greater 
independent oversight. Commenting on the report, Bishop Martin (who is lead Bishop for 
Safeguarding in our diocese) said:  
 
"Echoing the words of the Church of England’s lead safeguarding bishop, today’s report from IISCA 
into safeguarding in the Church of England makes shocking reading and I too want to express shame 
about the distress caused to victims and survivors by the Church’s failures. We are fully supportive of 
IICSA’s scrutiny of safeguarding practises in the Church of England – it is vital that the church is a safe 
place for all. Our commitment as the Diocese of Worcester to remain survivor-led and provide fair 
safeguarding processes continues unabated and we have already identified the need to commit more 
resources to this vital work.” 
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North Worcestershire Group of Churches (Reverend Jo Musson) 
Plans were well underway for the 2020 Churches Together Good Friday Walk which was going to be 
quite different this year, culminating in the City Centre to watch a Passion Play in Cathedral Plaza. 
Pilgrims were invited to dress as Romans and 1st Century Judeans. We were to start at 8am with 
Morning Prayer at Claines, walking via Ombersley Rd Methodist Church, stopping at Saint George’s 
for Hot Cross Buns and drinks. As usual we would take turns carrying a large wooden cross pausing 
for a short reading and prayer at each stop. Sadly, the pandemic meant we were in Lockdown (the 
first as it turned out) and the Passion Play and Pilgrimage were cancelled. Hopefully they might be 
resurrected for 2022. 
 
We were however delighted to be able to come together virtually with our friends from Claines, St 
Stephen’s, Ombersley Road Methodist and the Worcester URC to put on a wonderful Christmas Carol 
Service. With musical contributions from the Saint George’s Christmas Choir, and Sue and Trevor 
Ashby-Davies and readers of all ages taking parts in the Nativity Play.  
 

Deanery Synod, Worcester East (Paul Fulbrook, Deanery Synod Secretary) 
The Worcester East Deanery year of 2020 started in a mood of optimism and drive with the Standing 
Committee (physically) meeting in early February at the Rural Dean’s home for a planning meeting. 
We discussed the APCM reports that had been prepared for 2019 about the Deanery and spoke on 
the intended Archdeacon Visitation due in May at St Nicholas Barn. Open Conversations was the 
theme being pressed on us by the Diocese. 
 
Our first Deanery Synod of the year was due to be on 24th March and in line with the then major 
World concern we were going to have an input into ECO-Church. Bronze Awards having been 
obtained by some of our Deanery were to be discussed and practical matters suggested so that other 
Parishes and our Deanery could apply for the award too. All that rapidly changed as COVID-19 took 
hold and the meeting was cancelled with only a few days to spare as the country went into the first 
lockdown on Monday 23rd March 2020. 
 
The June meeting was intended to be an in-depth study (at St Helen’s) about Evangelism and 
speakers were being arranged. It was also intended to have an input about the ALPHA Course. That 
June meeting would have been the first meeting of the new (17th) Deanery Synod and members who 
had been elected to be their Parish representatives would have been helping to form the new 
conclave. Without that happening and with the country in disarray it was decided by Diocese that the 
existing 16th Synod members would continue as would the Lay Chair, Secretary and Committee 
members. 
 
The November meeting was planned to revisit St Martin’s in the Cornmarket and we were hoping to 
explore raising awareness to mental health. To that end we were looking at a possible input from 
MIND and in any case tackling the subjects of: Dementia; Depression; and related topics. The 
intended date for the Deanery Eucharist was never even considered as being impractical. 
Our first Synod of the year did actually take place in early November and took the form of an on-line 
‘ZOOM’. A word which most of us had certainly not heard of in the February. We started with a 
reflection on the year and how it had affected our individual Parishes. We then had an update on the 
Open Conversations watching a screen share video of Bishop John talking to this theme. We were 
brought up to date with the intention of the Bishop’s Pastoral Order which will reduce the number of 
Deaneries from 1st February 2021 to enable a more flexible working together of parishes and 
deployment of Clergy. Our deanery will simply be called the Worcester Deanery and incorporate 
Martley & Worcester West plus the Saltway Team Ministry from Droitwich Deanery. A new Area 
Dean will be appointed in due course. 
 



2020-Report_incCoverPage 

Page 24 
 

 

Reader Training (Cary Taylor) 
Since Sept 2020 I have been studying to become a Licensed Lay Minister (LLM), otherwise known as a 
Reader, for St George's and Claines parish churches. It has certainly been an unusual year to begin 
any type of academic studies, however for a course that at its core requires personal interaction and 
building of relationships this has been an even harder challenge for the lecturing team to provide. 
But provide it they have. All of the lectures have been via ZOOM and we have even conducted our 
residential weekend and study days in this way (no cakes or drinks in the bar though!). Even though 
we have not met in-person, many of us have managed to form friendships which I'm sure will only 
grow once we are able to finally meet together.  
 
The material provided electronically has been excellent and the topics covered have been a vital 
foundation to any form of licensed ministry within the church. The topics so far have been, 'An 
Introduction to the Old Testament', 'An Introduction to the New Testament', 'An Introduction to 
Preaching' and 'An Introduction to Christian Worship.' For me the most enjoyable part of all these 
topics has been looking at them within their historical context; by this I mean, looking at them 
through an understanding of their origins, cultural setting and influences. I am thoroughly enjoying 
having new understanding and insight into core aspects of my faith and I am genuinely looking 
forward to what the rest of this year and next may bring. 
 

Prayer Ministry Team (Reverend Peter Davies, Associate Priest) 
For the early months of 2020 during the administration of the Eucharist, two teams of two each 
would wait quietly for anyone who wished for prayer for themselves or for someone else or a 
situation that God had laid on their heart. This ministry reflects the heartbeat of St George’s widely 
known for its faithfulness in intercessory prayer. However, this ministry has been held in abeyance 
whilst public worship in person has been suspended during lockdowns. Also, the ministry had to stop 
when worship in person could take place because it was not be possible to maintain social distancing 
between the person asking for prayer and those praying. 
 
Before the lockdowns were imposed, on the third Thursday of the month, as a ministry team we 
would meet monthly at church for an hour. In it we would worship, follow a lectio divina, (the 
intentional mulling over of a bible passage) and let that passage be a prompt for prayer for specific 
concerns as well as to pray for one another called to this ministry. That hour of monthly fellowship 
has also been held in abeyance. However, for the time being we now set aside an equivalent 
fellowship hour to pray in our own homes.  
 
The good news is that whether we can meet and pray for one another in person or whether 
circumstances prevent that, God is always faithful in hearing and responding when we turn to him in 
prayer.  
 

Pastoral Care (Joy Kyte) 
What a year! At the time of putting this report together, that phrase seems to be popping up 
everywhere. Visiting, not to mention taking Holy Communion to people in their homes, has been 
nigh impossible. Prayer has been more important than ever. I’m sure we all pray continually for those 
named on our news sheet; however for those who prefer no publicity, or have an urgent need, the 
prayer chain has still been operating and the clergy, if not the first contact, are always included. Of 
course we look forward to the time when we can get back to reviewing, confidentially, the prayer 
requests, following the mid-week Communion Service. In the meantime do please make contact if 
you have a prayer need. 
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Café Church (Lyn Crowther) 
Well, 2020 started off on a positive note for those of us who were on the Café Church team. We 

were going into our 3rd year and had got it sussed now. We knew what we were doing – at least, 

most of the time. 

January and February started off the year and then we planned the March service which we were 

doing with Rev Sue Pollard. We had our planning meeting as usual and came up with a Spring time 

theme of God’s good earth mainly concentrating on trees and planting for the future. Between 

planning and execution something called COVID-19 happened. We did do the service but we only had 

a few there and we know that we then went into full lockdown (for the first time). 

Services went online and we had a joint ZOOM service every Sunday at 10.30am. This was a very 

steep learning curve for all of us. Then Café Church started again with Claines doing it in June and we 

did our first ZOOM one in July. Another steep learning curve! There were so many in 2020. 

We had so many things to work round such as the planning meeting, planning by email, sorting out 

the music (many thanks to Alison Clarke for doing this) – live and recorded, working with the 

wonderful ZOOM drivers who keep us in order. 

We also tried to do practical things – like building lockdown cairns in both churches. At the time of 

writing still there waiting for us all to go back to church. Practical activities also meant thinking about 

letting everyone know beforehand what they might want to have ready and listening to the feedback 

afterwards, providing an opportunity for everyone to speak as we do in Café Church when we meet 

together.  

We miss being together, having refreshments and most importantly, having fellowship but having 

ZOOM Café Church has meant we can try new things – break out rooms, for example. It has some 

advantages as well. We are in our own homes so we can do more imaginative activities – like make 

Christmas puddings. We can sit comfortably with coffee and something to eat if we want. We can 

talk to each other, have fellowship together (a bit stilted perhaps but we’re getting used to it). 

Many thanks to the clergy who have been part of Café Church in 2020 – Rev Jo, Rev Paula and Rev 
Sue, to Alison Clarke and all the music team, to the ZOOM drivers and, of course, to Alex New, Judy 
Morris, Jan Kear and Pam Summers. What a year! 
 

Café Church Band (Alison Clarke) 
This year of challenges has seen our Café Church Band move into online mode. The equipment which 
the church invested in in 2019 to allow us to balance our band sound has been unused since my last 
report. Instead, we have learned how to sing and play via ZOOM, accompanied by fervent prayers for 
reliable connectivity! We have missed getting together in the Magdalene Room for our relaxed 
monthly worship. Generally, your Café Church songs have been accompanied by a solo 
singer/musician. (I hope my guitar playing has improved a bit over the past twelve months – it was 
pretty bad at the beginning!) We were delighted to have had a couple of contributions from Claines’ 
Spark to a Flame band in our Café Church services. We are very proud that two of our regular 
members (Elisabeth Witter and Barbara Mitra) have been seconded to ‘essential communications 
work’ (masterminding the smooth operations of our ZOOM services). But we miss them and our live 
band! Let’s hope and pray for some sort of return to normality soon. 
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Carole Service (Elisabeth Witter) 
In August 2020, my hubby David suggested that we started recording carols for the Carol Service, as 
it was clearly not going ahead as usual. 
 
In September Sue Ashby-Davis and I had a chat. 
  
Rev Jo and I had a few chats and Jo also chatted to musicians and to the Children and Youth Hub, 
which is our two churches plus St Stephen’s. We also considered Worcester North Churches, which 
includes the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church. 
 
In October (for most people) we got recordings together for Sue’s Manger Carol. It takes a really long 
time to get people to have confidence in the technology and it is very odd to sing by yourself in a 
room. It is also horrible to listen back to it yourself!! You can make the recording in a matter of 
minutes, or it can dominate your life. 
 
Alongside this, we were all asked to record various parts for carols, including one for the diocese… 
Then the blending of the audio, followed by the aligning of the videos began. It all takes hours and 
hours… (It should be noted that Vanessa Gunter did the vast majority of the audio blending. What a 
star!) 
 
We ran out of time, of course, and we still managed to create a cheering and celebratory service for 
us all to enjoy. We ended up with a lovely joint service, with people from all five churches taking 
part. 
 
Thanks to all who helped or took part in any way. 
 

ECO-Church (Alison Clarke & Rev Jo Musson) 
A number of church members have expressed an interest in ECO-Church. A few of us have begun 
informally to look at a range of possible activities which would make us a greener congregation, 
including the requirements for the first stage of the ECO-Church award scheme. All has been put on 
hold because of the pandemic. 
 

Whiston Court Ministry (Reverend Peter Davies, Associate Priest) 
Whiston Court lies in the heart of our Parish in White Ladies Close. It comprises thirty-seven one- and 
two-bedroom apartments designed for independent living within a supportive community 
environment. Until the first lockdown in late-March 2020, I would visit on the first Wednesday of the 
month to join the residents’ half-hour communal coffee morning and then share the Eucharist with 
those who wished to join our small service at 11am. Usually, we were about seven in number.  
 
Fortunately, none of the residents has been infected with COVID-19, but understandably we cannot 
visit whilst the pandemic is still with us; therefore, this active ministry had to cease for the time 
being. However, this ministry will re-start as soon as in-person visiting and communal worship are 
permitted. In our absence, we are very grateful to a retired priest with permission to officiate who 
lives in Whiston Court for celebrating the Easter Eucharist for residents, and for the residents who 
arranged a Christmas Crib Service. Sadly, one of our regular communicants died this year and 
another two regulars, a delightful couple, needed to move to a nursing home. In the meantime, the 
manager and staff, residents and the small fellowship group that met monthly for Communion 
continue to be in my daily prayers.  
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The Altar Guild - Sacristy (Trish Greenwood) 
The Lord’s Table is prepared each Sunday by a team of ladies. The team consists of Jean Jones, Judith 
Peachey, Carolyn Corfield and myself.  
 
Lockdown has bought a big change as only the incumbent can prepare the table for the services. 
There is only one chalice used and therefore the washing is minimal and so is the silver cleaning. I 
hope that at some point things will get back to some normality but until then I would like to thank 
the ladies for all that they have done. 
 

The Flower Guild (Jan Tovey & Jill Humphries) 
Oh, dear, what a sorry year for our Church Flowers. We had flowers in Church up until 25th February, 
when all flowers were removed to start Lent. Unfortunately, by the time we arrived at Mothering 
Sunday we were all in lockdown and the Church was closed. 
  
No flowers were put in Church because of the regulations until Janice was able to go into Church to 
do the Advent Ring in December. With no regular Church services no flowers were in Church, until 
again Janice was able to go in and arrange flowers on the font and one pedestal for our Christmas 
service. That brought us to the end of a very difficult year. Thanks Jan. 
 

Social Media (Amanda Stokes) 
St George’s Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/saintgeorgesworcester 
YouTube Channel:  Saint George's Worcester Anglican Church  
Twitter:    @StGeorgesCEBarb 
 
Social media now plays an even more significant role than ever in our communications and publicity 
and Facebook Messenger is a helpful means of offering pastoral care and prayer for people.  
 
2021 has certainly been the year that social media came into its own, with the online presence of the 
church often being the primary method of reaching our congregation; when our church buildings 
were forced to close, Facebook Live was the initial method for Rev Jo to deliver her first virtual 
sermon early in the first lockdown.  
 
In the weeks that followed, integration by our fabulous ZOOM Drivers to livestream the interactive 
Sunday Service from ZOOM directly onto Rev Jo’s Facebook page each week (and then making it 
available to our Church Facebook page) has certainly widened the reach exponentially... worldwide 
in fact, with participants all over the country as well as further afield in France and Australia! The 
Sunday Services and Facebook Live mid-week reflections have been viewed, sometimes in their 
hundreds, with viewers taking advantage of the on-demand watch-any-time services. 
 
This time last year we reported 574 followers on Facebook; at the time of writing we now have 794 
and this number is rising every day. User engagement is also up – in the 28 days from 23rd January 
2021 a staggering 6,505 people have been reached, with 3,391 post engagements and 99 new page 
likes.  
 
Thanks to Andy Russell who has revived and now maintains our YouTube channel, making the online 
Sunday and mid-week services available to watch not only on our portable devices but also on our 
Smart TV’s to everyone with internet connection including those without a Facebook account; we 
now have 37 subscribers to the channel. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/saintgeorgesworcester
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We also have 383 followers on Twitter (up from 357 last year). Antony Corfield is the manager of 
this. Rev Jo uses Twitter to pass on news about events, prayers, and anything which involves or 
affects Saint George’s. 
 
The weekly Newsletter content is copied to the Facebook page each week – this includes details of 
upcoming services, reflections from members of our Ministry Team, daily prayers, and any additional 
information and special events. Recently, we have been able to share details of our #HeartBombing 
and #Windowsoflove initiatives with the wider community, with many lovely photographs and 
messages shared to the page. Similarly, our #MeetTheMinistryTeam posts, where each day a short 
biography from each of our Ministry Team was shared, proved a popular series and gave our new 
followers the opportunity to get to know a little about them… as well as revealing a few unknown 
bits of information to those that have known and loved them for many years! If you’ve not yet read 
them I would encourage you to take a look (from Facebook you can use the search option using the 
hashtag: #MeetTheMinistryTeam or https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/meettheministryteam). 
 
Let me know what you would like to see on the page: more of, less of, anything you think would 
interest you and our followers. If any of our groups have any news or information they would like to 
share to the St George’s Facebook page please forward me details, by either messaging the page or 
emailing StGPCCSec@gmail.com.  
 
Remember: The more you interact with the page and engage with the posts the wider the reach of 
our ministry will be and the more visible we will become within our online community. Please invite 
your friends lists to follow the page too! 
 

Website (Frances Burton) 

St George's Website:   http://www.saintgeorgesworcester.org.uk/ 
 
It is likely that the website is only being viewed by people who are finding out about St George's and, 
with that in mind, it has grown this year to include much more information about the Christian faith 
and what to expect in each of the services. In order to make it more accessible, the website content 
can now be translated into more than 100 languages using an easy drop down box. There is a copy of 
the Sunday Worship liturgy that can be printed out and which offers a commentary to explain what is 
said. The site also includes videos of parts of the liturgy in Makaton sign-language. My hope is that 
the community will receive a loud and clear message from the website that everyone is welcome at 
St George's without exception.  
We also have a new resources section that has grown during lockdown. It contains links to all the 
virtual services that have been recorded as well as free resources to support theological reading, 
preaching and music. All of Rev David New's notes on the Old Testament are available as well as the 
Christian mindfulness audios from Dr Barbara Mitra, a link to Kingdom Arts, the Quiet Garden and 
YouTube clips of songs that have been newly introduced to virtual services. In addition, there are 
selected inspirational talks from international Christian speakers, lots of craft ideas for all ages and 
information about excellent apps for the Christian faith to help starve boredom at home!  
 
Please keep me up to date with any changes that are needed in relation to the following: Christian 
Mindfulness, Kingdom Arts, Messy Church, Noah's Ark and Messy Church, Open the Book, Mother's 
Union, the Quiet Garden Afternoon, the Quest bereavement group and Whitson Court Ministry. If 
there is any missing information or any errors, do let me know - they are not purposeful and can be 
rectified quickly and easily.  
 
However, the current website theme looks 'wordy' and outdated when compared with most 
websites and therefore it will be updated with a new theme this year. The new theme has been 
specifically designed for churches by Grace Themes. It is called Church PRO. If you would like to see a 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/meettheministryteam
mailto:StGPCCSec@gmail.com
http://www.saintgeorgesworcester.org.uk/
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demo of the new website please see http://gracethemesdemo.com/the-church/ ; with the PRO 
version, we have the options to change the colours, the fonts etc. We also have the option to extend 
the website so that there is a shared area that can be accessed with a password. I do not consider 
myself to be an "IT minded person" or the person who is responsible for the website, so please come 
forward if you have a passion for the virtual world, web-design and marketing etc. or a need for 
experience for your CV. 
 

ZOOM Drivers (Elisabeth Witter) 
As many of you will know, I am an IT Consultant and I regularly train on software. When you do this 
remotely, you have to be the host (aka driver), the presenter and the teacher all at the same time. 
Although my groups are usually a bit smaller! 
 
When Lockdown 1 started, I had a copy of ZOOM, but I had never used it. I do have extensive 
knowledge of other remote meeting and presentation software though, so it was not too alien to me. 
Rev Jo and I chatted about doing our first church service live on Easter Sunday and we were both 
strongly in favour of this. It was very stressful but it worked!! 
 
We kept going like this for eight weeks and then ZOOM decided to upgrade the software on a Sunday 
morning. That was really stressful as there was no notice – we just could not connect or run properly. 
We had a couple of false starts that day, but we got there! 
 
On the ninth week, recorded songs were introduced, with all that entails. Before the service, I stated 
that in two weeks I was having a Sunday off. After the stress of trying to pat my tummy, rub my head 
and keep several plates spinning during that service (and having to get help from my nine-year old IT 
specialist!), I could not even stay to share a coffee with everyone that day. I needed a lie-down in a 
darkened room!  
 
Thank goodness Barbara Mitra and Ian Cramp volunteered to also become hosts that day. Fab 
people! We had a couple of training courses and they pointed out to me that we should never just 
have one person as host… We have been running like that ever since. 
 
The only real change recently, is that we now know how to merge the slides with a music recording, 
which makes things easier when we have recordings. 
 
ZOOM continues to update and alter things. Most of these are helpful, sometimes they catch us out 
and are not so helpful – it keeps us on our toes!  
 
Sometimes the connection to Facebook also changes. Such fun! We are a good team and we work 
together well. 
We have all learnt a lot.  
We are doing our job properly, if you do not notice us once the service starts.  
 
We are not professionals and do not have the training or the tools that professionals have, however 
we have managed to facilitate live worship and real-time, real-people connections over these 
months, which have helped to keep so many of us sane and praising our Lord, during this difficult 
time. 
 
We are very grateful to you all, for ignoring any mistakes that we do make and focussing on all the 
good that we are helping to facilitate, by enabling others to run the live services and preach to us all, 
each week. 
 

  

http://gracethemesdemo.com/the-church/
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Quest Group (Trish Greenwood) 
The group is for someone who has recently lost a loved one and can chat to others who are in the 
same position. The group has now been running for 7 years with the number at a steady 18. Until 
lockdown we were meeting at Claines Institute, Claines Lane. Our last meeting was held in February, 
then came lockdown and we have not been able to meet since. 
 
We have spoken to each other on the phone and for Christmas we delivered small gifts to each of the 
members, which was an ideal way of checking everyone was still good and having a chat. We look 
forward to meeting again sometime in the future. 
 

The Mothers Union (Judy Morris) 
It has been a very strange year for all of us, and MU hasn’t met since our AGM in February. Most of 
our members are not keen on ZOOM so that was not really an option. 
 
There have been some changes amongst our membership during the year. We were very sad to hear 
of the death of Dorothy Townsend, from COVID, in the summer, she was a loyal member of MU for 
34 years. Joyce Hamilton has moved away to be with her relatives so as to have their support and 
company during Lockdown. Soon after that we heard the Silvey’s has sold their house and so Jane is 
another person who will be missed when we finally start to meet again. 
 
MU has not been inactive though, our members have been especially busy with needs of various 
sorts! Some members helped alter gowns for the hospitals when PPE was short and not always the 
right size! Joy Kyte has continued to knit teddies which were taken into school and Pam Summers 
and I were able to meet with Reception on ZOOM as they received the teddies and we each told 
them a story as well. There were spare teddies which have gone to Worcester Royal for dementia 
patients. Joy, Heather Nethercoat and Jill Humphries have crocheted/knitted shawls and blankets for 
the hospital as well. Prayer shawls are always available for those in need of their loving warmth. 
Please do ask if you would like one for yourself or others. 
 
Numbers will be depleted when we meet again, but the need at all levels of society, local, national 
and global will continue. I hope that this year will be a chance to rethink what we do start something 
new. 
 

Kingdom Arts (Alex New & Sue Ashby-Davis) 
In this strangest of years we look to celebrate all that God has done for us to keep us safe and 
connected at Kingdom Arts. 
 
Through this pandemic a monthly newsletter has been sent to all those who attend our Gatherings 
regularly, thus keeping everyone in touch with words of support, hope and encouragement. A bible 
theme, explanation, and ideas for art /craft and creative writing were included. We have been 
amazed by the responses, some wonderful poetry, painting, needlework, photos and ideas have 
been contributed. A real testament to how God has been using people in lockdown to engage in 
something creative to express faith and hope in these difficult times. A real Blessing to all.  
 
We had lots of requests to have a Christmas Kingdom Arts ZOOM meeting. We decided to meet on 
December 8th to share together the theme “Immanuel, God with us”. It was a wonderful opportunity 
to connect with one another again, to worship, sing, pray, to celebrate the Good news of Jesus and 
to taste one of Jan’s amazing soups. Virtually of course! We were treated to a feast of songs of 
worship, some from our virtual song group and also a beautiful new song and Blessing composed by 
Sue. The Nativities from around the world, played out during the Worship song,“ Adore” were 
particularly meaningful and prayerful. We plan to meet again for Easter. We have to thank Ian Cramp 
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who was our ZOOM driver for giving us his time and expertise to enable this to happen. We also have 
to thank David Moore for keeping our website (kingdom-arts.co.uk) so fresh and always up to date.  
 
None of this would happen without the support, care, love, hard work and encouragement from the 
amazingly gifted team: Barbara and Bob Rolison, Clive and Lyn Crowther, Jan Butterworth, Jan Kear, 
Pam Summers, David New, Trevor Davis, Margaret Stokes, Carolyn Corfield. Thanks also to Rev Jo for 
her never ending support and encouragement. 
 

Christian Mindfulness (Dr Barbara Mitra) 
Once a month a few of us meet to pause and take stock and just be… focusing and meditating on 
God’s word, allowing his Holy Spirit to move deeply into our being. Those who come along always 
feel refreshed, peaceful, calm and less anxious and more focused on God. It is about letting God in 
more deeply – using breath and scripture in a mindful way to refocus ourselves on God more clearly. 
We had one meeting in January and one in February 2020 but then have only been putting 
meditations on the Church website and my website.  
 
You can listen here: www.saintgeorgesworcester.org.uk/christian-mindfulness-2/ 
 
Comments on the website include, “What a beautiful meditation”, “This came along at just the right 
time for me, I really needed it! Thank you…”, “Thank you, this is beautiful, just what I needed”, 
“Thanks Barbara for another wonderfully inspiring and restful meditation”.  
 

The Quiet Garden (Jane Silvey & Judy Morris) 
Sadly, we went into the first lockdown just before the start of the new season and Judy and I bowed 
to the inevitable and abandoned any thought of holding Quiet Garden Afternoons for the 
foreseeable future. In the event there were to be no Quiet Garden Afternoons at all in 2020. On the 
plus side, because it is accessible 24/7, the Quiet Garden actually became what it was always 
intended to be - a haven for anyone in need of a quiet green space in which to just sit and be and 
absorb the spirit of peace and calm.  
 
It has always been much appreciated by the local community but never more so than in 2020. The six 
benches are well spaced out so afford plenty of opportunities for social distancing. Whenever the 
weather was fair there was a strong likelihood that someone would be enjoying sitting in the 
sunshine or shade. A selection of poems or Bible verses or prayers were printed out and attached to 
each bench as a prompt to meditation and personal prayer. Kind souls kept the bird feeders filled so 
as well as the plants and flowers there was wild life to enjoy. 
 
We are very grateful that residents from the Square have continued to help Jane with the 
maintenance of the garden. Sadly, Jane and her husband Michael announced their imminent move 
towards the end of 2020 and we would really appreciated volunteers from the church to help with 
the garden care and also to assist on Quiet Garden afternoons when we meet again; we are looking 
forward to the time when we are able to meet once again and there is a good excuse to make tasty 
soups and eat cake! Meanwhile the garden is open and all are welcome. 
 

  

http://www.saintgeorgesworcester.org.uk/christian-mindfulness-2/


2020-Report_incCoverPage 

Page 32 
 

 

Calling Young Disciples (Reverend Jo Musson) 
Members of the Joint group with St Stephen’s and Claines attended the Hub on ZOOM on Friday 6th 
and Saturday 7th November. There were some exciting outcomes. The most significant being that 
Reverend Andy Todd (St Stephen's) asked if they could work with us in lockdown on three Christmas 
events: a Pre-recorded Joint Carol Service to be shown on 20th December; a Scarecrow Nativity Trail, 
with a scene in each churchyard for families to visit (the week before Christmas) with families asked 
to bring their own lamb/sheep or animal to add to the scene; and a pre-recorded Joint Crib Service 
shown at 4.30pm on Christmas Eve. All three events went ahead and were successful aspects in our 
mission to children and families. They were all great fun to be part of and thanks go to everyone who 
helped especially those who created the scarecrows and produced the music for the services. 
 

Children’s Worship (Elisabeth Witter) 
As we all began to understand the consequences of the first lockdown, I worried about the effect of 
this enforced change of routine and the worry upon our lovely children and youth. I tried a few 
things, with a variety of success:  

• I sent out a few Home Sunday-ing emails, with things to read, look up and to do for the 
children and youth. That did not seem to work well – although it probably helped me to be 
doing something! 

• We did Messy Church once a month (instead of once a quarter) from March – June, 2020 
(Gwenda Volk-Evans leads this). 

• I sent out a variety of bags towards the end of May, for all of the children and youth for 
whom I had contact details (16 children). The bags included: 

o Flower seeds to plant, with instructions and Bible quotes. 
o Printed Postcards - including age-appropriate versions of the Ten Commandments, 

Psalm 23 and 1 Corinthians 13. 
o Dot-to-dots, wordsearches, crossword, Bible study and Find-the-sheep, again as 

appropriate for the age of the children/youth. 
o A bag of Skittles and the Skittles Prayer. 
o A stand-up cross to colour and an age-relevant rainbow craft item. 

• At Christmas they all received a Bible quotation on a coaster, a bookmark and card from the 
church. 

Note I did try, and failed, to do the bags as a joint-church drive. We have done much better for Lent 
2021 and there is a good plan for a joint approach! 
 
Many of our children have attended ZOOM Church at various points. We have five who regularly 
attend and other church groups are in contact, in a variety of ways, with the vast majority of the 
families. We praise God for all of His love and support during this time. 
 

Noah’s Ark (Reverend Jo Musson) 
We managed to hold three sessions before the lockdown but sadly have not been able to go back 
since then. The families that came enjoyed the time together with the team: Rev Jo, Trish 
Greenwood, Dorothy Madison and Joyce Hamilton. We had a Bible story, singing, crafts and drinks 
and snacks and the little ones had a go at ringing the bell. Several of the families subscribe to the 
Mailchimp newsletter and the Noah’s Ark Facebook Page is still actively updated. We try to keep in 
touch and activities have been delivered to the regular families and baptism families.    

 

  



2020-Report_incCoverPage 

Page 33 
 

 

Advent Travellers (Rebecca Lowe & Sam Hibbert) 
The Advent Travellers presented a challenge in 2020. This is an important tradition to many in the 
Parish and also a lovely way for the children of the Parish to experience the wonder of Advent and 
the build-up of excitement as we progress through the days towards the birth of Jesus. A lovely part 
of the knitted characters journey around the Parish is the inclusion of a diary that families have 
added to over the years as well. In 2020 we were able to use social media (Facebook) to 
communicate to families and children and share pictures of the Travellers along with advent crafts 
and videos to create a sense of their journey and all the joy that goes with it. Families shared pictures 
of art they had done on the Advent Travellers Facebook group and we shared these with permission. 
We look forward to 2021 with hope that both this increased social media use will continue for the 
Travellers but also we pray that they will be able to do a "real life journey" too as we come out of the 
worst of the pandemic. We will fill in the diary with some pictures that were shared as well so we 
don't miss 2020 in this lovely written record. 
 

Open the Book (Pearl Capewell) 
This last year has been very sad for a lot of people. The Open the Book team haven’t been able to go 
into St George’s school which we enjoy very much. There were two little films made via ZOOM and 
they were sent around the Worcester schools. It made us feel good as a team to be able to 
contribute in some way. The team keep in touch with one another via email which is a blessing. God 
bless the Open the Book team as we await time to spread the word of the Lord once again. 
 

Messy Church (Gwenda Volk-Evans) 
What a year for Messy Church... “What is an interactive event which brings the community 
together?” to “How to still have the event in lockdown?”.  
 
Our first event was ‘Messy Easter’ on 4th April, by which time we have been in lockdown for two 
weeks and started experiencing the wonder of ZOOM. A few Techy people got together after hearing 
about this ‘ZOOM TV’… “Could we do it? and how?”.  
 
We changed the format and instead of three teams of a theme show as 10 tables of craft, celebration 
and shared meal, it became one story told as narrative with crafts via ZOOM. The planning was 
different; previously we spent the week before gathering craft items for each table, now we emailed 
our families to let them know what pieces of paper craft paint glitter they would need to join online. 
A practice session the night before ironed out the presentation and our first virtual Messy Church 
was ready to go! 
 
The numbers of families attending were low compared to previous years due to not having 
advertising access to the school or public. Going live threw up a few different challenges, for example 
the time it took families to complete a craft, tidy away and be ready for next one, whereas different 
presenters only made one craft in their own homes. The families that did take part enjoyed the 
morning and it was good learning skills for the team.  
 
We decided to aim for one a month, so then next one was 2nd May ‘Noah’s Ark’ and 6th June ‘Beach 
Theme’ – for both we enjoyed the brainstorming of how to present the theme. Unfortunately we 
were not reaching as many families as when in the Magdalene Room so we decided to leave the 
ZOOM Messy church for now and our usual ‘Christmas Messy Church’ was replaced with Rev Jo 
presenting the daily Advent Jesse Tree on Facebook which was well received by people of all ages. 
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The Magdalene Room & Church Bookings (Amanda Stokes & Barbara Rolison) 
The year began with such positivity and optimism, with all of our regulars being welcomed back 
following the Christmas 2019 break, and several special events provisionally scheduled for the year 
ahead of us; we had a growing waiting list of external hirers wanting regular use of the wonderful 
space in the Magdalene Room in the ever popular mid-week morning and evening spots, and a 
growing number of ad-hoc users wishing to use the church for concerts and the hall for birthday 
parties, social events and fun times.  
 
In February we held our Pancake Party and Beetle Drive which was warmly enjoyed by all those that 
came along. On 6th March many of us helped Rev Jo celebrate her 60th birthday with a wonderful 
party. By this time we had begun to hear the word ‘Coronavirus’ spoken a little more widely, 
proceeding with care and caution but by no means envisaging the devastating impact that COVID-19 
would have on our lives; the party was downgraded from a Ceilidh a mere few days before, greeting 
one another with lively Wuhan-toe-taps and elbow-bumps instead of our usual hugs and handshakes. 
 
Within 48 hours COVID-19 became a very harsh reality in our own community; our own dear Rev Jo 
being amongst its first casualties. Across the country, arrangements were made at haste to close our 
Church buildings, instead filling our calendar with *CANCELLED* entries for the protection of all in 
accordance with emerging guidance from the Government, the Church of England, and our own PCC. 
Some external groups continued to meet with reduced numbers and strict protocols for as long as 
they were able, but by mid-March the buildings were closed and access denied to keyholders with 
the exception of weekly fabric checks, strictly by named personnel only. 
 
Huge thanks must be extended to Health & Safety Officers, Bob Rolison (St George’s) and Ian Cramp 
(Claines), who supported myself, Rev Jo, Trish Greenwood and Pam Summers by carrying out 
extensive Risk Assessments throughout the various stages and cycles of re-opening as we began to 
emerge from what is now regarded as the ‘First Lockdown’.  
 
On 11th July a fabulous team of volunteers each gave up several hours of their time to prepare the 
church for re-opening – thoroughly cleaning the whole church, introducing a one way system and 
hand sanitization stations, social distancing measures and good signage – for which we are be hugely 
grateful. From Wednesday 15th July a faithful group of Stewards were able to open the church for 
weekly Private Prayer. This was and remains a really important and valued ministry, particularly for 
those in our community that are less able to access Online Worship.        
 
On 13th August PCC agreed after much consideration to reopen for Public Worship in Church; this was 
initially on a trial basis on Sunday 6th September and Sunday 20th September. A working party met on 
1st September in church to set up and carry out a ‘walk through’ of the Communion service. Those 
first few services in particular were a hugely emotional experience and we thank all those that were 
able to make this a reality. Public Worship in Church has continued through to the end of December 
on a regular twice monthly cycle, alternating each week between at St George’s and Claines 
Churches.  
 
Our first wedding in Church since the initial March lockdown took place on 29th August and it was a 
truly joyous occasion despite obvious limitations. Also, the Annual Parish Church Meeting that had 
been rescheduled from March was finally able to take place in Church on 8th October and gave us an 
opportunity to reflect. Due to the strict social distancing measures affecting seating layout we have 
however not as yet been in a position to open the church to external hirers, although Worcester 
Philharmonic are keen to enter discussions as soon as current restrictions will allow.     
 
Extensive work was done to re-open the Magdalene Room to our regular external hirers only (i.e. no 
ad-hoc events) and the hall was re-opened subject to various protocols being put into place from 7th 
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September. Jan and Dave Tovey who have been employed by the church to clean the hall weekly had 
made the decision to retire ahead of the re-opening; grateful thanks to them both for their many 
years of service. Recruitment got underway for their replacement, and we were again indebted to 
those involved in the working party held on 25th August to prepare the space for use.  
 
Having previously given notice on the Booking Secretary position to PCC in July I was thrilled 
that Barbara Rolison agreed to take over the role of Booking Secretary from 1st October, with formal 
handovers beginning in the last week of September. I am incredibly thankful to everyone that have 
supported me since January 2019 when I took on this busy role (which seems like a lifetime ago 
now), but I must say special thanks to one person with whom I have worked particularly closely as 
both Acting Warden and Treasurer and who has always been so generous with her time, patience 
and (seemingly endless) energy; thank you Trish.  
 
I am delighted to have left things under Barbara’s more-than-amply capable care, and it is to Barbara 
whom I hand over to here to complete the report to year end…  
  
…First of all, I must record my thanks to Amanda for her patience in explaining the systems, her 
gentle reminders and answering a multitude of questions! It was a great challenge to take on the 
role. 
 
The hall bookings were already in place [7 hirers and 9 sessions] and I was able to introduce myself to 
each group of hirers and remind some of how necessary it was to follow the COVID rules and the 
hirers agreement and checklist! All was up and running smoothly and then the second lockdown in 
November! 
 
Fortunately, we were able to interview and appoint a new cleaner Kathy, who was recommended by 
word of mouth. The references and DBS checks were completed and she was able to start with a 
deep clean just as we reopened in December. Only 3 hirers returned as it was so close to Christmas. I 
began to learn how to send invoices and then how to receipt payments. 
 
A delightful highlight and a new experience for me, was a booking for a wedding in church on 
December 12th with meticulous COVID safe procedures. Sadly, in January came the news of the third 
lockdown. I am hopeful that all the hirers will be eager to return and that I will be able to find them 
the sessions they desire.  
 

Summer Fair (Elisabeth Witter) 
…did not take place. Clearly.  
 
I spent time in January, emailing some of our lovely external people to book them. I then emailed 
them a couple of months later to cancel. 
 
I know that for many of us, the Summer Fair is a year-round thing that we are planning and gathering 
things for. I, personally, have more lemon juice than we can get through, before it goes out of date! 
Thank you all for your work. I cannot see how we can run the Fair in 2021, unless things change 
dramatically. Let us plan for a grand comeback in 2022 – with a theme of rainbows! 
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Christmas Market (Judy Morris) 
This event was of course unable to happen in 2020 and we miss not so much the money raising 
opportunity but the wonderful sense of community it always generates for people of all ages. For 
many it is the signal that it is time to get ready for Christmas. For me the joy has always far 
outweighed the effort needed to pull it all together. 
 
This was going to my last Christmas Market and I had hoped to have someone working alongside me 
to take over in 2021. I will now be happy to lead on the 2021 Christmas Market, provided someone 
will come alongside me to learn the ropes. It is really not an awful lot of work for so much reward – 
in terms of the pleasure that is had by so many and the funds that are raised. Please get in touch 
with me if you would like to help in any way. 
 

Bible Reading Fellowship (Joy Kyte) 
The Bible Reading Fellowship is a Christian charity whose vision is to enable people to grow in faith 
and understanding of the Bible. ‘New Daylight’ is the BRF publication used by most of us from St 
George’s who subscribe to their daily bible reading notes. It gives a bible reading for every day of the 
year, as well as helpful comments and prayer. It never ceases to amaze me how often the day’s 
theme coincides with a personal concern and is very helpful - and I’m not the only person to notice 
this! The cost for a year’s supply (three booklets per year) is approximately £14, postage free if 
ordered through myself. Please do have a word if you would like to know more. 
 

Mission Resources Officer (Yvonne Parker) 
In July 2019 St. George’s joined the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS). This offers an easy and efficient way 
for people to make regular donations with benefits to both the giver and our Church. Please contact 
Rev Jo or our Treasurer, Trish Greenwood, for further information. At the end of 2020 19 people 
were using this Scheme. 
 
2020 was a strange year due to the enforced lockdowns, however what has been heart-warming is 
the number of people who have continued giving using the envelope scheme, standing orders and 
PGS. During 2020 16 people used the envelope scheme and 22 gave by standing order with 6 people 
giving a donation in addition to their regular giving commitment. 
 
In 2020 we received £16,983.35 in gift aided donations and were able to claim £4,245.86 recoverable 
tax from HMRC. The non-gift aided donations totalled £1,206 through the envelope scheme and 
£2,739.96 by standing orders. 
 
The Gift Aid Small Donations Scheme (GASAD) continues and we were able to claim £1,082.58 in tax 
recoverable. This figure has been reduced due to the enforced lockdown as normally we would be 
able to claim up to a maximum of £2,000 based on donations collected in Church and the Magdalene 
Room.  
 
Finally, a big thank you to everyone for continuing to support our Parish Vision and the wider Church 
through their giving. Also, thanks to Tricia Greenwood who supplies me with figures to input to the 
monthly spread sheets which I use to claim tax recoverable from HMRC.  
 

Community News (Mercedes Pearson) 
Some of last year's Community News 2020 were delivered but unfortunately due to COVID-19 and 
lockdown everything had to stop. All events were cancelled and services moved online. Work will not 
be commencing on Community News 2021 due to the current situation. 
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Christian Aid (Alison Clarke) 
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2020  
In total we raised nearly 4 million pounds nationally for Christian Aid Week. Christian Aid introduced 
an e-envelope for online giving which was apparently very successful. 643 JustGiving pages were 
created to fundraise for CA Week (double the number in previous years); nearly 7000 people signed 
the drop the debt petition. And locally we held paper and online quizzes, completed walking 
challenges and sponsored Bible reads and gave generously. Alison’s family and friends generously 
gave £1205 to her JustGiving 300,000 steps challenge. So, well done and a huge THANK YOU for your 
giving, actions and prayers this year. 
 
CAMPAIGNING 
This year sees the UK hosting COP26, the United Nations Climate Change Conference (1 – 12 
November in Glasgow). Christian Aid continues to campaign, raise awareness and highlight the 
injustice of how climate change is affecting the lives of the poorest communities on Earth. In 
November the Worcester Christian Aid group invited you to watch the film ‘Thank You for the Rain’ 
and to join a live discussion on ZOOM – excellently chaired by Rev Jo - about the film and the issues it 
raised. The film shows the impact of climate change on Kisilu Musya, a subsistence farmer, and his 
family and how he travels to Paris to make his voice heard at the UN climate change talks. The film is 
sometimes funny, always warm and engaging and at times heartbreaking. 
Christian Aid continues to campaign for a Debt Jubilee for poor countries in the global South facing 
the additional costs and hardships resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic.  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/debt-jubilee-petition 
 
In addition Christian Aid has published a report Building Back with Justice and has launched a new 
campaign of the same name in response to the global pandemic.  
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/building-back-justice-campaign-resource 
 
Many of us locally wrote to our MPs or petitioned about the absorption of the Department for 
International Development into The Foreign office, believing that the support to poor communities in 
the global South would be diluted in the process. We also expressed our disappointment that the 
government’s long-held commitment to a 0.7% budget for international aid will be reduced to 0.5%. 
There is an opportunity (if you are in a position to do so) to take the 0.7% pledge in support of the 
World’s poorest people. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-to-donate/0.7-pledge-aid-budget 
 
All of these events and campaigns took place against the backdrop of a big slimming down of 
Christian Aid’s operations in the UK and abroad, which came into effect fully in June. Locally we are 
supported by one paid fundraising and church engagement officer based in the West Midlands. We 
seem to be working really well in our new online mode, so hope and pray for a successful year ahead. 
 

Worcester Foodbank (Margaret Stokes) 

In 2020 Worcester Food Bank helped feed and support 9827 people. No doubt there will be an even 
greater demand in 2021 with people facing food poverty due to the problems caused by the 
pandemic. Many people are having to make decisions as to whether they 'Heat or Eat' As one person 
from food bank commented "we may not be able to solve all the problems people have, but as long 
as we can feed people in need for whatever reason, we can give them one less thing to worry about." 
The people of St George's Church play such an important role in realizing this vision by giving so 
generously in the regular collection of food and also financial support. Food collections can still being 
made in church (when open) and at the Vicarage. Any financial donations can be made through 
www.worcester.foodbank.org.uk  
Thank you for your on-going support through these very difficult times. 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/campaigns/debt-jubilee-petition
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/building-back-justice-campaign-resource
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/give/ways-to-donate/0.7-pledge-aid-budget
http://www.worcester.foodbank.org.uk/
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The Childrens’ Society (Helen Gilbert) 
This has been a challenging year for everyone and for vulnerable young people in particular. Their 
lives have been thrown into chaos and they have been disconnected from their education, friends 
and many of the essential support services on which they rely for help. Lockdowns have meant that 
domestic abuse and neglect have been hidden from view. Mental health problems have worsened 
and young carers have been under additional pressure. The Children’s Society has continued its work 
to advocate the kind of mental health services that actually work and to campaign for changes to 
keep children safe on the streets and online, its goal being to overturn the damaging decline in 
children’s sense of well-being by 2030. This might mean providing access to one-to-one support and 
advice, in person and online, or supplying food and clean clothes, legal help and an escape from 
situations of abuse and exploitation. 
 
Although there could be no box collection in the summer and people have rarely been using cash, a 
limited box opening in December raised £246.00. St George’s School’s Candlemas collection raised an 
additional £212.00 in February, making a total of £458.00 for the year, so many thanks to everyone 
who contributed to this. 
 

St George’s C of E Primary School (Louise Norris, Head Teacher) 
School Governors from Church:  Barbara Rolison, Pam Summers, Judy Morris, Alison Clarke, 

Ruth Corrall, and Sam Hibbert. 
There is currently a total of 185 children on roll; we continue to see mobility with children moving 
both in and out. The children in Reception who started in September have settled well and have 
made noticeable progress in their independence and learning. A total of eleven teaching staff are 
employed: eight have direct class responsibility while the remaining three provide release and 
additional subject teaching. The majority of teaching assistants provide general support in class while 
others support children with specific issues.  
 
There are vacancies on the governing body which we are looking to fill. The governors continue to 
work on their action plan.  
 
We currently have a total of 13% of children in school who have some kind of learning difficulty or 
disability which is in line with the national average. The majority of pupils (70%) are white British, 
and then we have a range of 18 other backgrounds. 30% of children have English as an additional 
language with a total of 15 languages spoken in school! We receive additional funding for 19% of 
children who have or have had free school meals. We access additional support in school from a 
variety of agencies such as the school nurse, family support worker, educational welfare officer, 
social care etc.  
 
School has been significantly impacted both last academic year and this by the coronavirus 
pandemic. As I write this we are in another lockdown and school is only open to specific children, 
although about 30% of our population are accessing this provision. All other children have to remain 
at home and access remote learning. This is a stressful time for all in a number of different ways. 
School is trying hard to support families while the leadership team are also mindful of the well-being 
of staff. Each day brings a new challenge and there is little direction from either local or national 
level. We are all being challenged to find new ways of working and living!  
 
School improvement remains focused on ensuring the children make the strongest possible progress 
and staff continue to work hard on this. Our next Ofsted inspection was due this month but has been 
put back as a result of the pandemic. However, we know that it will be happening in the not too 
distant future and continue to prepare as best we can. There is on-going input from both the local 
authority advisor and the Diocese in this process.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to all those associated with St George’s Church 
who help and support us at school. While things have been very different over the last year, we have 
enjoyed being able to see some of our church friends virtually when they have joined us for 
assemblies and other celebrations. Our foundation governors continue to be active members of the 
school; we really value their on-going input.  
 
We greatly appreciate everyone’s on-going support and prayers and are proud to be part of the St 
George’s family.  
 

The Friends of St Georges (Mike Josey) Registered Charity No: 1117742 

After a year that has placed lots of strain - not to mention ill health and boredom - on us all, the 
Friends of Saint George decided, during their Annual General Meeting on the 28th November, that 
the time had come to cease operations. The members are all getting older, some have unfortunately 
died whilst others are suffering from ill-health and/or have moved from the area: all things that are 
only to be expected given the average age of most of the group.  
 
However, during its 14 year life, a huge amount of work has been done by members resulting in a 
staggering £154,207 being raised. Of this, roughly £50,819 came from Donations, Gift Aid, etc, whilst 
a further £20,427 resulted from Quizes, Concerts and Ceilidhs. These fund raising events represent a 
lot of work on the part of their organisers and, at the same time, a lot of enjoyment for participants. 
It is our hope that we shall be able to continue to provide them in the future though as part of the 
PCC rather than as a separate entity. The remainder of the funds (£82,961) raised came from a wide 
range of corporate donors to whom we shall be eternally grateful. 
 

Make a Lasting Difference (Trish Greenwood) 
Legacies have over the years, and with thanks to the generosity of those who have made a bequest, 
contributed greatly to the work and mission of Saint George’s. The PCC appreciates all bequests, 
large or small. 
 
There are many gift types: 
Pecuniary legacy  A cash gift of any size (i.e. £1000). 
Specific legacy   Items of value such as property, a car, or jewellery. 
Residuary bequest  The balance of your estate after all debts, taxes, expenses and other legacies 

have been paid.  
 
Only some five percent of people in the UK have left a gift for a charity in their will, and yet legacies 
are the largest single source of income for many charities in this country today. Once you have 
provided for your family and friends, leaving a small gift to Saint George’s Church, or to the Friends of 
Saint Georges Church, will ensure that our work can continue for many years to come. All legacies 
are tax free; if you make such a gift in your will, its value will be deducted from your estate before 
inheritance tax is calculated. If you are thinking about leaving a legacy or have already remembered 
us in your will, we would love to talk to you about it; everything you say will be treated in the 
strictest confidence. We would love then to have the opportunity to thank you for your generosity. 
When considering leaving a legacy, we recommend that you consult a solicitor who will be able to 
give you specialist advice according to your own individual circumstances.  
 
Remembering your Church in your will is a wonderful way both to thank God for the blessings you 
have received and to help your Church ensure it can meet the needs of future generations. 
 


